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What’s going On? 
STM=St Thomas the Martyr   SMD=St Michael’s Dalton   CTS= Christ The Servant 
Services Every Week 
Sunday   Eucharist     9am STM 
  Eucharist     9.30am SMD 
  Eucharist     10.30am STM and CTS 
  Fun in Faith 10.30am SMD 
Monday   
Tuesday Eucharist STM 7pm 
Wednesday Eucharist CTS 10am 
Thursday Eucharist STM 10am 
Friday  Open Table Café CTS -now serving hot meals 12noon–1pm 
Saturday 
 
1st January is when we celebrate the naming of Jesus. (see Page 7) 
On Sunday 2nd January there will just be one joint parish Eucharist service at St 
Thomas the Martyr at 10.30am 
6th January is when we celebrate Epiphany (see Page 7) 
25th January we celebrate the Conversion of St Paul  (see Page 17) 
26th January we celebrate St Timothy and St Titus  (see Page 23) 
 

Foodbanks  
CTS 9.30-10.30 Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sun 
STMS (St Thomas the Martyr School) Monday to Friday 8.45 - 11.15am 

No charge. No vouchers or referrals.  
 

Community Hub 
Becket’s Café  STM  Mon - Fri    10am - 4pm (Sat ‘til 1pm) 01695 814731 
Post Office  STM Mon - Fri   9am - 5.30pm (Wed ‘til 5pm) 
   Sat     9am - 1pm 
Toddler Group Story Time  STM - Thursday 10.45am 
Sew crafty - sewing group  STM - Thursday 1pm - 3pm 
Guitar Group STM Alternate Fridays 10.30am - 12noon 
For other Community Hub info see Pages 8 & 9 
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INFORMATION 
The SUNDAY Service of Holy Eucharist at St Thomas The Martyr is Live 
streamed on Facebook and Online on the parish website under ‘services’. 

Socially distanced seating is available in all churches if needed. 

For Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals—see website for forms to complete 
and contact Paul Lock on 01695 622936 or 07813 019863  

or by email at paull.uph.dal@outlook.com 

DEADLINES 

We are currently accepting email material only. This should be sent to 
jackyjolley@gmail.com or paull.uph.dal@outlook.com. 
Information and articles received after the deadline will be included in the next magazine. 

FebruaryDeadline February March 

Handwritten   -  

Email 19 January 20 February 

Magazine Issue 31 January 28 February 

 Article Page 

Happy New Year 4 - 5  

Worship and Events  -   6 

Special Days in January 7 

Community Hub info and article 8 - 9 

Book Review 11 

Children’s Pages 12 & 13 

St Michael’s Christmas Tree Festival 14 

Pray for the New Year  -  -  and those resolutions! 15 

Poem & bible verse 16 

Christian Basics - God the Creator - —- - St Paul 17 

Diocesan News 19 

Catching up with Old Friends and Wordsearch 20 

In Praise of Established Congregations  -  Indescribable 21 

Timothy and Titus  23 

Contact information 24 
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Looking To The New Year 

Dear friends 

This month we hear thoughts on 

2022 from 3 clergy friends 

The month of January is named after the Roman god Janus, who is 
depicted as having two faces. As we look back on a difficult year 

dominated by the pandemic, how should we look forward to 2022 with fresh hope? 
The apostle Paul writes: ‘But one thing I do: forgetting what is behind and straining 
towards what is ahead, I press on towards the goal to win the prize for which God has 
called me heavenwards in Christ Jesus.’ (Philippians 3:13,14). 

Firstly, to make a new start, you need to forget the things which are behind. Paul 
saw himself as an athlete running for Christ and purposely not looking back. He 
refused to allow his past sins and difficulties to define who he was. By God’s grace, he 
no longer saw himself that way. The same can be true of ourselves, as we confess our 
sins and failures to receive God’s forgiveness and new life. 

Secondly, we need to focus on the things that lie ahead. The athlete is entirely 
focused on winning the race and gaining the prize. Like Paul, we have to be single-
minded in making Jesus the focus of everything we do. How can we go deeper in our 
prayer life and Bible reading this year? What will it mean to better serve Christ in our 
workplace and neighbourhood, or family and children? 

Paul looked forward to the day when he would stand before God, who would say ‘well 
done, good and faithful servant’. In light of all that Jesus had done for him, Paul 
wanted to give his very best to Jesus. As we stand at the beginning of this New Year, 
let’s ask ourselves, ‘What can I do this year that will help me bring glory and honour to 

God?’      Canon Paul Hardingham   

January is, of course, the time to take down the decorations and put them away for 
next year. In many churches however, the Crib scene is left up until the beginning of 
February – the Feast of Candlemas.  That celebrates the Presentation of Christ in the 
Temple. 

It’s yet another moment of ‘illumination,’ and has a number of meanings. 

The date ‘set’ for Candlemas is the 2nd February each year and it marks the midpoint 
of winter, halfway between the shortest day and the spring equinox. So, from that date 
onwards the days begin to get longer and the nights shorter. 

It’s the day when we celebrate Mary and Joseph taking their baby, Jesus, to the 
Temple. The custom was set down in Leviticus chapter 12, where the parents 
presented the child to the Lord, and received a blessing from the priests. It was a 
picture of the sacrifice of the first-born son, giving him to the Lord. 

Any ideas on a third meaning?  (Answer next month.) 

As you take down your decorations, think about where you will store them ready for 
use next Christmas – and also, how carefully you will put them away. 

Will the string of lights be a tangled mess of knots when you take them out of their 
wrappings or will you be able to hang them straight on the tree? One of the biggest 
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concerns is where to put the figure of baby Jesus. It’s usually so small in a Crib Set 
that it is easily lost and then the Crib Set rather loses its meaning! 

This month 

Have a think about where you put Jesus after Christmas. Not the figure but the ‘real’ 
person. He’s easily left in a virtual crib as a baby in our minds, just like the wooden or 
plastic figure in our attics or under the stairs. If we keep Him as that lovely sweet-
smelling-cute baby we miss out on His teaching and miracles, we will fail to 
understand and engage with His massive love and compassion for each of us on the 
cross – and most importantly His resurrection.  Death is not the end. 

Not for Him. Not for us. And not for our loved ones.  The Rev Dr Jo White  

As we enter this New Year of 2022 even the most devoted Christians can’t ignore the 
uncertainties we face. The whole world was caught up in the persistent spread of 
Coronavirus. It is shaking national economies and causing untold stress and harm. 
Many people fear that their lives and families will never be the same again. 

Almost daily the news has been gloomy and economic experts say the situation is the 
worst in living memory. How do we, as Christians, react to all this? What do we trust 
in? Has God something to say to us in these days? 

An answer may be found in a well-loved passage from the Bible – Psalm 23:  ‘The 
Lord is my shepherd …He restores my soul …he leads me …I will dwell in the house 
of the Lord for ever.’ 

But in the middle of this lovely psalm there are three reminders that Christians are 
NOT exempt from the realities of life.  The psalmist speaks of ‘the paths of 
righteousness’, ‘the valley of the shadow’ and ‘the presence of my enemies.’ 

The mention of ‘the paths of righteousness’ is a reminder that we are called to love 
the Lord and live our lives in righteousness. The wonderful promises in this psalm 
come with a condition; they are given to those who determine by God’s grace to live 
righteously.  And that must be our first resolution for 2022. 

The ‘valley of the shadow’ may refer to death, but generally the reference here is 
wider.  It means all those occasions when fear and sorrow and heartbreak and loss 
come to even the best Christians. 

Then there are our ‘enemies.’ Originally that probably meant those wanting to kill the 
psalmist. For us it may be the seduction of old temptations, the fears that paralyse us 
and the memories of sins that still haunt us. 

The psalmist is a realist!  As Christians we live our lives in the real world! We are not 
floating on cloud nine; we are rooted in a fallen world and surrounded by temptations 
and sins and infirmities. Any day, pain, an incurable disease, even death itself, may 
come to us or to those we love. How do we face these realities? 

Psalm 23 has the answer. If we, by God’s grace, will walk in ‘the paths of 
righteousness,’ then all the promises are ours! The Lord will be our Shepherd. He will 
lead us by the still waters; He will restore our souls, prepare a table for us in the 
wilderness, protect and guide us with His rod and staff and, at the end, bring us into 
the house of the Lord forever. Let’s make Psalm 23 our charter of faith for 2022! 

     The Rev Dr Herbert McGonigle  
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The impact of Covid 19 pandemic 
forced us to close our churches and 
stop many of our usual activities for 
long periods of time. The effect of this 
on our finances has been 
considerably detrimental. If you can 
help us to continue to exist and 
continue to make a difference to our 
local communities by making a 
donation of any amount please click on the donate button.  Thank you. 

Full details of November 
Services and other events in 
November can be found on the 
Parish Website here  
November Services 

Two Ways to help our Church get money free money 
 

FOOD BANK & CO-OP 
We can now do even more to support our Food Bank. If you shop at the Co-op, 
please make sure you have a membership card and swipe it every time you 
shop there. Also, make sure you register and say you want to support Up 
Holland Community Hub Food Bank. Then for every £1 you spend in the Co-op, 
2p goes to your membership card and 2p to the food bank! You can register 
by clicking here. Simply sign in or register, go to 'Choose a local cause' and 
select the Food Bank. The Co-op is also one of the generous suppliers to the 
food bank, so thanks to everyone involved. 
 

EASYFUNDRAISING 
If you download the Easyfundraising app, or go to the easyfundraising website, 
and go through this to buy your online shopping easyfundraising turns your 
everyday online shopping into FREE donations when you use them to shop with 
over 6,000 retailers such as eBay, Etsy, John Lewis, M&S, Argos, ASOS and 
Booking.com. 
 
Retailers then make a small donation to say ‘thank you’ and easyfundraising 
gives those free funds to the cause. 
 
Please register using this unique link – just click sign up - 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/uphollandanddalton/?
invite=9OYP6Y&amp;referral-campaign=s2s 
 
Plus, once you’ve signed up and raised £15 in donations, easyfundraising will 
give us an extra £15 donation. 
There’s no catch or hidden charges and Parish of Up Holland and Dalton will be 
really grateful for your donations.  

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/559ed666-c061-45ce-bb4a-9121c2ca0123
https://www.uphollanddalton.org.uk/whats-on
https://www.coop.co.uk/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/uphollandanddalton/?invite=9OYP6Y&amp;referral-campaign=s2s
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/uphollandanddalton/?invite=9OYP6Y&amp;referral-campaign=s2s
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Recycling 
Please recycle as much as you can 
of the Christmas wrapping and 
boxes etc. If you scrunch wrapping 
paper into a ball and it stays in a ball 
you can put it in your paper and 
cardboard bin along with cardboard 
boxes that presents came in. If the 
paper unfurls after you have 
scrunched it up it will have to go  
into your black/grey bin. 
If you had a real tree this year you 
can chop it into small pieces and put 
it in your brown garden waste bin. 

1st January—the naming of Jesus 

The name Jesus is a transliteration of a name that occurs in several languages. It is of Hebrew 
origin, ‘Yehosua’, or Joshua. There is also the Hebrew-Aramaic form, ‘Yesua’. In Greek, it became 
‘ Ἰησοῦς’ (Iēsoûs), and in Latin it became ‘Iesus’. 

The meaning of the name is ‘Yahweh delivers’ or ‘Yahweh rescues’, or ‘Yahweh is salvation’. No 
wonder the angel Gabriel in Luke (1:26-33) told Mary to name her baby Jesus: “because He will 
save His people from their sins.” 

6th January—Epiphany 

On 6th January we celebrate Epiphany – the visit of the Wise Men to the baby Jesus. But who were 
these Wise Men? No one knows for sure. Matthew calls them ‘Magi’, and that was the name of an 
ancient caste of a priestly kind from Persia. It wasn’t until the third century that they were called 
kings – by a church father, Tertullian. 

Another church father, Origin, assumed there were three – to correspond with the gifts given. 
Later Christian interpretation came to understand gold as a symbol of wisdom and wealth, 
incense as a symbol of worship and sacrifice, and myrrh as a symbol of healing – and even 
embalming. Certainly Jesus challenged and set aright the way in which the world handled all three 
of these things. Since the 8th century, the Magi have had the names Balthasar, Caspar and 
Melchior. 
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UpHolland Community Hub at St Thomas the Martyr Church 
A beacon of hope, A place for everyone 

Website: www.uphollanddalton.org.uk/up-holland-community-hub 
 

If you are interested in helping with any activities or have other 
ideas of how you can help the Hub a success in serving the 
community please contact the Hub via Facebook or email us 
at  info@uphollandcommunityhub.org.uk  or alternatively 
click here and apply to become a Hub volunteer.  

mailto:nfo@uphollandcommunityhub.org.uk
https://forms.gle/EdU7VaQaaEMr3ZPMA
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A view of working with the Upholland Community Hub  
in St Thomas the Martyr church 

After working in a retail and office environment for 40 years when I took early retirement I did 
the usual things, decorating the house, having lovely holidays with my husband and looking 
after grandchild, then one Sunday 2019 when at church I heard about the new ideas Paul 
Lock wanted to bring to St Thomas the Martyr church to take it forward into the future. He was 
asking for volunteers I put my name down to volunteer straight away. I didn’t want to see this 
lovely church that had been part of Upholland and my life close it’s doors. 

Then covid came and I realised how hard it was to be isolated and confined to the house and 
understood how people who lived alone or had no contact with family and friends could 
become lonely and depressed.   

Upholland community Hub was set up as part of the Church and became a place were people 
could meet new people and make new friends a Monday social group started and a Thursday 
sewing group a reading group then musicians started to rehearse in the church the building 
was starting to see new life. 

When the post office and Beckets cafe opened early  2021 and the community started to mix 
again I got a message I had been accepted as a volunteer and invited to join a small group of 
volunteers I had no experience of working in a cafe and I was quite excited to be doing 
something different,  I was asked what would I like to be trained to do, so please don’t be 
afraid of doing something you have not done before it could be taking orders at the till become 
a Barista, making sandwiches or 
just washing up, if your a confident 
person Post office assistant may 
suit you. Everyone is friendly and I 
have met people from the 
surrounding areas who walk the 
dog or just want a chat people who 
have become regulars who pop in 
the cafe for a coffee and cake, Its 
lovely when we have our market 
days or concert days and I see the 
church full of people of all ages 
enjoying the building it makes me 
smile. 

You don’t have to be a church 
attendee to volunteer your 
services, just have a few hours to 
spare and enjoy coming into St 
Thomas the Martyr church to meet 
people and enjoy the 500 year old 
building. 

Come along and give it a try the 
cafe is open Monday to Friday 10 
till 4 and Saturday 10 till 1 contact 
Gill Sinnott and Helen Foster on 
01695 814731 at Beckett’s cafe. 
Hubchair@uphollanddalton.org.uk  

Carole Barrow 

mailto:Hubchair@uphollanddalton.org.uk
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W.Newman 
ROOFING & REPAIRS 

 

THE ROOFING SPECIALISTS 
FOR INDUSTRIAL & DOMESTIC SERVICES 

 

Slate and tile specialists; 
All plastic fascias /soffits; 

Insurance work undertaken; 
All work guaranteed. 

 

Tel.  01695 627212           mob. 07774 943706 

MANOR HOUSE 
 

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 
 

From a spot stain to a full clean 
 

Free on-site quotations 
A professional clean every time 

Have a cleaner & healthier home 
 

   Tel: 01257 251221 
Mob: 07908 770808 

 

We cover all areas of Skelmersdale and surrounding districts,  
including Dalton, Newburgh, Parbold, Roby Mill & UpHolland 

          A PRIVATELY OWNED BUSINESS 
• Caring & sensitive service in your hour of need 

• We offer a range of funerals and pre-paid Funeral Plans to suit all budgets and personal tastes. 

• Newly refurbished premises with private chapels of repose 

• Funerals can be arranged in the privacy of your own home or you can visit the office 
FOR A PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CONTACT MARGARET WHITELAM 

29-31 Sandy Lane, Skelmersdale WN8 8LA   
Tel: 01695 559868 (24 hours) 

SKELMERSDALE FUNERAL SERVICE 
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JANUARY BOOK REVIEW  
 

The Money Mentor – getting to 
grips with your finances 
By Ashley Carter, IVP, £8.99 

‘If only I could manage my money 
better.’ Many of us feel that. 

Author Ash Carter looks at the nuts and bolts of our 
daily financial decisions and shows us how such 
decisions can best serve God’s greater purposes. 

We find a godly yet simple model of Christian money 
management that we can adapt for our own purposes, 
an accessible, step-by-step guide to establishing good 
practices. 

Whether you have lots of money or lots of debt, this 
book will help you to honour God with the money He 
has given you. 

 

 

The Freedom of Self-Forgetfulness – the path to true 
Christian joy 
By Timothy Keller, 10Publishing, £2.99 

In an age where pleasing people, puffing up your ego and 
building your résumé are seen as the methods to ‘make it’, 
the Apostle Paul calls us to find true rest in blessed self–
forgetfulness. 

This short and punchy book shows that gospel–humility 
means we can stop connecting every experience, every 
conversation with ourselves and can thus be free from self–
condemnation. A truly gospel-humble person is not a self-
hating person or a self-loving person, but a self-forgetful 
person. 

 

 

So Loved – 26 words that can change your life 
By Martin Salter, IVP £5.99 

Here’s an astonishing claim. John 3:16 appears on 
everything from fridge magnets to sports stars’ faces. But 
what does it actually mean? And how does it relate to you 
and me? 

With warmth, personal stories and humour, the author 
explains God’s love, His Son, His sacrifice, and the all-
important connection with us today. This is an invitation for 
anyone to dive straight in and take the first step in an 
exciting, life-transforming journey of faith. 



 

12                                                 Up Holland & Dalton Parish Magazine January 2022 

Did you find the Church Mouse in December’s magazine?  He was 
on page 17 with his friends who were carrying a Christmas 
pudding.  He’s in this month’s magazine though. Can you find him? 
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Christmas Tree Festival at St 
Michael’s, Dalton 

During December St Michael’s held a 
Christmas Tree Festival.   
The trees were decorated by local 
businesses, and Santa also made an 
appearance! 
And of course we had to have a photo of 
the crib - I mean it is the reason we have 
Christmas. 
If you didn’t 
manage to 
make it down 
to see the 
event here are 
some great 
photos 
provided by 
Ernie Savage.  
Thanks Ernie. 
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Pray for the New Year 

Lord of all creation, 
Lord of all the years, 
Thank you for steering us through the fragmented landscape of two 
pandemic-riddled years. Here we stand at the beginning of a new 
year, not knowing what lies ahead. Our only security lies in you, 
Lord. 
Please take our hands and guide us, day by day, into January and 
beyond. We will not be afraid, Lord because you have promised never to leave us, never to forsake 
us. And you keep your promises. We are safe. 
2022, here we come… expectantly, 
In Jesus’ name,  Amen      By Daphne Kitching 

O my Father, my God, I am in Your hand; 
and may I rejoice above all things in being so. 
Do with me what seems good in Your sight; 
only let me love you with all mind, soul and strength. Amen  By John Wesley 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Young Pray and Worship More Than You Think! 

More than half of adults (51 per cent) who are aged under 35 pray at least once a month, while 
almost as many (49 per cent) make a monthly visit to some place of worship. 

In contrast, of adults aged over 55, only a quarter (24 per cent) pray, and only one fifth (16 per 
cent) attend a place of worship. 

The survey was done by Savanta ComRes, and included Christians, Hindus, Jews and Muslims. It was 
commissioned by the organisers of the Eternal Wall of Prayer, which is being built near Birmingham. 
The monument’s creator, Richard Gamble, is a former chaplain of Leicester City FC, who says: 
“Many are now discovering that prayer is not a response of the last resort.” 

New Year’s Resolutions 

Every year we make New Year’s Resolutions, fully intending to stick to them, But how many of us actually stick with them all year 
long? Are we setting ourselves up to fail by making them? Are we making realistic resolutions? 

Every year I think I will give up chocolate. When I see it I hear two voices in my head.  The first says - ’You need to eat the 
chocolate’. The second says - ‘You heard.  Eat the chocolate!’ I am never going to win that argument, so it’s a pointless resolution 
to make. 

It reminds me that God doesn’t want empty promises or lip service, but real devotion, from the heart. Micah 6:8 tells us exactly 
what God wants of us - to act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with our God. But how do we do this? 

Do justly – Be honest and open in our dealings with others this year. Be dependable. We should say when things are going wrong 
and be appreciative when they go well. Be fair in our dealings, whether at home or at work or in church. Keep confidences and 
never pass on gossip. 

Love mercy – Give people the benefit of doubt, do not take advantage of others and do not always criticise or complain. Accept 
apologies and explanations where we can, and be generous. 

Walk humbly – Quietly get on with things. Do not make a big show of what we do. 

But above all DO THEM. They are a requirement, not an option.  The instruction is clear, but not always simple to do 
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D.J.M. TRAVEL 
Specialist in Airport Transport 

Local, Reliable, Independent Company 

LWB 8 Seater Minibus offering  
Leather Seats & Air Conditioning 

All areas and jobs considered at Competitive 
Rates 

Airport Transfers, Nights Out,  
Weddings, Race Trips, 

Hospital Appointments,  
Railway Stations 

CRB checked and  
fully licenced driver 

01695 627907  

07967 360403 

David.martland@live.co.uk 

After Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem in Judea, 

during the time of King 
Herod, Magi from the 
east came to Jerusalem 
and asked ‘Where is the 
one who is born king of 
the Jews? We saw his 
star when it rose and 
have come to worship 

him.’ 
On coming to the house , 
they saw the child with 
his mother Mary, and 
they bowed down and 
worshipped him. Then 

they opened their 
treasures and presented 
him with gifts of gold, 

frankincense and 
myrrh. 

 
Matthew 2: 1-2 and 11-12 

Walking In Mid-Winter  -by Maureen Brandon Bold 
 

A serene stillness all hushed in silent frost 
and a promise of snow. 
Those skies of thin blue 

and every twig and blade of grass 
whited in frost  

and fallen leaves crisp and brittle 
crunch under my boots. 

Reeds and rushes and bulrushes 
like white statues standing in ranks. 

And a wren flits onto 
a cold stone wall 

and leaves a tiny footprint. 
Then the shock of bloodred berries 

draped like a rosary over holly. 
And evening creeps in like a shawl. 

The ivory moon rising. 
Frost more bright by moonlight 

highlighting the silhouetted shapes 
of leafbare trees 

and the old red barn 
with the creaking door 

and the frozen taps. 
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Paul Hardingham begins a year-long series on the foundations of our Christian faith 

 

 

For many today the universe began with a big bang, in which a lump of matter, smaller than a 
pinhead, exploded 15 billion years ago. It’s a story that defines who we are and where we 
come from. However, the Bible gives us another perspective on this event, revealing God as 
Creator: ‘By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that 
what is seen was not made out of what was visible’ (Hebrews 11:3). What does Genesis 1 say 
about God as Creator? 

‘In the beginning, God’ 

Whereas science can offer answers about the how of creation, the Bible tells us about 
the why i.e. the purpose of the Creator! Creation reflects the character and glory of God, 
inviting a response of dependence and praise! 

‘God created the heavens and the earth’ 

God shaped the universe, as expressed in the ‘6 days’ of creation. They speak of an ordered 
and purposeful universe that expresses God’s will: He spoke and it was done! An alternative 
translation is ‘God began creating’, reminding us that creation is also an ongoing process, 
where the Holy Spirit is still at work in our lives and world. 

‘God created man in His own image’ 

In the account, human beings are presented as the climax and crown of creation. We share the 
sixth day of creation with other creatures, as well as 95% of the same DNA. However, we are 
distinctively made in the image of God, created for relationship with God, with a responsibility 
to care for the created order. 

‘And God saw that it was good’ 

Like an artist, God described His work as good. We should always approach this story with 
wonder, enjoying God’s world and affirming creativity in ourselves and others. 

Christian Basics No 1: 

God the Creator 

The Conversion of St Paul 

January is a month of the beginning of great things! As well as the naming of the 
Son of God, we celebrate the conversion of the greatest ever apostle of the Christian 
faith.  Many books have been written on Paul, and here is the briefest of 
introductions. 

He was a Jew, born as ‘Saul’ at Tarsus, and brought up by the rabbi Gamaliel as a 
Pharisee.  A devout, fanatical Jew, Saul persecuted the Christians, and watched with 
satisfaction the first Christian martyrdom, the stoning of Stephen. Then, on his way 
to Damascus, Saul had a vision of Christ that stopped him in his tracks. He realised 
that this Jesus whom he was persecuting was in fact the Messiah for whom he had 
longed. 

Saul changed overnight. He was given a new name, Paul, and became an evangelist 
for the cause of Christ. He became a leader in the early Church, and his special 
calling was as an apostle to the Gentiles. He wrote epistles to the young churches 
that he founded – and thus, inadvertently, wrote a great part of the New Testament. 

Life as the greatest apostle was hardly full of perks: Paul was stoned, beaten, 
mobbed, homeless, hated, imprisoned, and finally martyred. Tradition has it that he 
was beheaded in Rome during the persecution of Nero in 64AD, and buried where 
the basilica of St Paul ‘outside the walls’ now stands. His mighty faith in Christ has 
kindled similar belief in many hundreds of millions of people down the centuries. 
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 (The Service Station) 
 Alder Lane, Parbold 
 
 

Repairs     Servicing    Accessories    Petrol and oils 

Telephone: 01257 462257 

H.ATHERTON & SON 

Fashion eyewear specialists 

Free examination for exempt groups 

CONTACT LENSES 

HOME VISITS 
 

BSc. (hons) M.C.Optom. 

Optometrist & Contact Lens Practitioner 

7 Dingle Road, UpHolland WN8 0EN        01695 625437 

ALAN 
BOWEN LTD 

 On call for Computer repairs 
 

And Internet problems 
 

Excellent references 
 

Call Ron: 01695 559572 

GARDEN RESCUE 

Tree services 
Trees felled and pruned              Hedges trimmed 

 

Qualified & Insured                    Free Estimates 
 

Vince & Duncan Brady 
 

01695 623909     07903 290878     07534 389506 
www.gardenrescuetreeservices.weebly.com 

GARDEN 

RESCUE 

TR e 
Services 
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From The 
Diocesan 
Website  

View the website at https://liverpool.anglican.org/home  
December gave us an expansion on the ‘Fit for 
Mission 2’ Solutions 3, 4 and 5. 

Solution 3 One to One Peer Accountability  
In so many areas of life being accountable to 
someone else helps us achieve what we want to 
do. The aim here is to develop 
positive accountability structures for all 
ordained and lay leaders to enable them to 
support each other well and to maintain and 
celebrate progress. Read more here. 

Solution 4 Thinking about Larger Parishes  
Larger teams can only be created by bringing 

together leaders to work collaboratively over a wider geographical area.  They will 
have the resources, tools, support, training and authority to develop and implement 
mission plans that reach new generations of disciples.  

To create this scale that can focus resources on missional priorities, the vision is to 
move towards larger parishes – just one or two in a deanery, to replace the smaller 
parishes we currently have. The larger parish holds together governance, finance and 
leadership in a single PCC, which then supports many existing and new worshipping 
communities and justice initiatives (who don’t need to replicate those administrative 
aspects of being church so can concentrate on the mission and growth we all want to 
see). Read more here. 

Solution 5 Services to Support local mission and ministry  This aims to enable 
larger parishes to operate most effectively and efficiently as a whole, making them 
easier to run and reducing the administrative burden that many have told us through 
consultation exercises that they currently face.  Developing parish-wide support 
services can mean that these aspects are dealt with more efficiently and so allow the 
rest of us to focus on mission and growth.  Read more here.  

If you missed them 

Solution 1—Developing our discipleship culture can be found here and  

Solution 2—Creating larger leadership teams can be found here 

A new Course—Spiritual Direction—a chance to deepen your relationship with 
God starts in January.  

Looking at these questions  

Where is God in all of this? 

What is God asking of me? 

Who can I talk with about my faith? By doubts? 

Is there anyone who will journey with me as I journey with God? 

If you are interested you can Find out more - either drop an email to Spiritual 
Directors spiritualdirectors@liverpool.anglican.org or fill our online form https://
liverpool.anglican.org/rule-of-life/spiritual-direction/next-spiritual-direction-course/  

https://liverpool.anglican.org/home
https://www.liverpool.anglican.org/news-and-events/news/fit-for-mission-2--solution-3-one-to-one-peer-accountability.php
https://www.liverpool.anglican.org/news-and-events/news/fit-for-mission-solution-4--thinking-about-larger-parishes.php
https://www.liverpool.anglican.org/news-and-events/news/fit-for-mission-2--solution-number-5-services-to-support-local-ministry-and-mission.php
https://www.liverpool.anglican.org/news-and-events/news/developing-our-discipleship-culture-cultivate-.php
https://www.liverpool.anglican.org/news-and-events/news/fit-for-mission--solution-2--creating-larger-leadership-teams.php
mailto:spiritualdirectors@liverpool.anglican.org
https://liverpool.anglican.org/rule-of-life/spiritual-direction/next-spiritual-direction-course/
https://liverpool.anglican.org/rule-of-life/spiritual-direction/next-spiritual-direction-course/
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Catching up with Old Friends 

Brian and Molly Harris 

Some of you will remember the Harris family – Brian was Tim’s predecessor as Vicar of St. 
Michael’s in the 1970s.  We are still in touch with them and receive their Christmas letter. 
They are still living in York and although limited by the present restrictions, they do get out 
and about in the countryside around the city.  They ask to be remembered to all who 
remember them. Both are well, as is their son Simon, daughter-in-law Maria and the 
grandchildren Conor, now 16 and Aisling, now13. It is nearly two years since Brian and Molly 
saw them  as they live in Ireland, but Simon sometimes is able to work in the Leeds office.  

They still attend St Olave’s, in the city, but the present limitations, such as masks, means that 
they feel it lacks a sense o togetherness. Once a month Brian presides at the Sunday 
Eucharist in St. Denys, another city church, which he finds a joy and a privilege. (A website 
describes it as “a Grade 1 listed mediaeval church with a lively congregation!”) Brian says that 
he is getting to know the members of the congregation and values their friendship and 
pastoral support. He feels that he has become ‘a priest for them’ not just a service taker. 
Because of the COVID situation he has not this year been able to continue in the chaplaincy 
at York Minster. 

Alan and Sandy Wakely 

Some of you will remember Alan who was Lay Reader at St. Michaels. He and Sandy are ling 
in Sutton, near Ely. They and their son Philip and daughter-in-law Tracey have so far 
escaped COVID Although Sandy has had an extended stay in hospital she is now home and 
is receiving nursing care and support from the family. 

Ernie and Madeleine Savage 

Wordsearch 
Can you find these words 
in the grid on the left?  

Magi 
East 

Religious 
Caste 

Astrology 
Divination 
Dreams 
Scholars 
Southern 
Arabia 
Queen 
Sheba 

Messiah 
Solomon 
Herod 
King 
Star 

Worship 
Palestine  
Caravan 

Solution on Page 23 
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In Praise of Established Congregations 
 
 
In the December issue of Beacon News, a case was put forward for multiplying the number of 
congregations in a parish. It was also suggested that such congregations would be kept small 
so that every new person would have a vital part to play in the life of the church. It was said 
that there would be no more 'spectators'.  
 
I have to say that I find this idea of church ghastly. I think that there should always be room 
for so-called 'spectators' in every congregation. 
 
It seems to me that some of the people who are highly involved in church life are fulfilling their 
calling and providing necessary service and gifts to enable church to function. There are also 
people who need to be very involved in church life for their own sake. For these people the 
congregation becomes their family or the basis of their social life. 
 
But there are others whose vocation is to be deeply involved in their workplace, or in politics or 
in the neighbourhood or family. For them church is a place and a community where they seek 
inspiration, refreshment and a blessed relief from responsibility. And there are yet others who 
are so broken physically or mentally that they cannot bear responsibility of any kind. They need 
the comfort and balm that they hope to find in a Christian community. The church described in 
Beacon News would have no place for such people. 
 
And what about the convicted sex offender who is a Christian? In a large church, such a person 
can stay on the edges, their background unknown. But the leadership can be vigilant, watching 
that she or he keeps to the conditions that have been set for attending church.  
 
And then there are disruptive people who are as loved by God as those who know how they 
are supposed to behave. I know how hard it is for a small congregation to cope with such 
people. However, in a larger Church it is easier (though not easy) to manage such people, and 
so it is less destructive to church life. In this way, a larger congregation is better able to truly 
be a church for all. 
 
I expect there is value in multiplying congregations and in keeping them small. But I do wonder 
how those with a criminal record, those who are broken and those who are disruptive could 
find their place in them. It sounds as if there is no room for people like them. Or indeed for 
me. 
 
Roger Hardcastle 

Indescribable - Chris Tomlin 
 
From the highest of heights to the depths of the sea 
Creations revealing Your Majesty 
From the colours of fall to the fragrance of spring 
Every creature unique in the song that it sings 
All exclaiming 
 
Indescribable, uncontainable 
You placed the stars in the sky and You know them 
by name 
You are amazing, God. 
 
All powerful, untameable 
Awestruck we fall to our knees 
As we humbly proclaim 
You are amazing, God 

 
 
Who has told every lightening bolt where it should go 
Or seen heavenly storehouses laden with snow 
Who imagined the sun and gives source to it’s light 
Yet, conceals it to bring us the coolness of night 
None can fathom 
 
Indescribable, uncontainable 
You placed the stars in the sky and You know them 
by name 
You are amazing, God. 
 
All powerful, untameable 
Awestruck we fall to our knees 
As we humbly procla im 
You are amazing, God 

This is one of my favourite hymns, so I thought I’d share the words with you. Jacky 
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We insure it. 

You enjoy it. 

Our insurance collection 
 

is geared to give you the  
 

protection you need to 
 

look after the things  
 

you care about. 
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St Timothy & St Titus - how local church leaders should be! 

Timothy and Titus are the saints for you if you’ve been a Christian for some time, and now suspect 
that God wants you to move into some form of leadership.  A daunting prospect! 

The books of First and Second Timothy and Titus are what are known as the three pastoral letters, 
where Paul writes to ministers in charge of important churches, instead of writing to the churches 
themselves. Paul gives both Timothy and Titus explicit instructions for how to shepherd the sheep in 
their care. Timothy had been given the responsibility of the church at Ephesus, and Titus the care of 
the church at Crete. Both Timothy and Titus were young men, and both felt quite daunted at the 
task ahead of them! 

Timothy, half Jewish, had met Paul when he was still a child, living with his mother Eunice at Lystra. 
Paul had come to their city and preached, and they had both become Christians. Timothy had then 
accompanied Paul on his second missionary journey – a great training experience. But experience is 
given to us so that we might in turn become productive – and in due course Paul entrusted the 
vastly important church of Ephesus into Timothy’s care. This church was so vibrant in its faith that 
within 50 years so many Ephesians became Christians that the city’s pagan temples were almost 
forsaken. A huge responsibility! 

Titus was a gentile, almost certainly converted through Paul. Paul had used Titus as a trouble-
shooter with the Corinthians, and when Titus was successful in that, gave him a real bit of trouble: 
the church at Crete. Again, Titus served his Lord faithfully, even in this most difficult of situations. 

Timothy became the first bishop of Ephesus and was finally martyred when he opposed pagan 
festivals (probably in honour of Dionysius). He was killed by stones and clubs, easily to hand during 
the pagan festival of Katagogia. His supposed relics were translated to Constantinople in 356. 

Titus went on to become the first Bishop of Crete, and is believed to have died there, though history 
does not tell us how. His relics are supposed to be buried in Crete, except for his head, which was 
allegedly taken to Venice in 823. 

Both Timothy and Titus were good and faithful servants, and they could look back on lives well 
spent. 

Wordsearch Solution Visitors to Church 

The minister came home from church one 
Sunday morning looking very happy. 

‘Many people in church?’ His wife asked, 
bustling around the kitchen. 

‘Yes, and we had at least three strangers, 
although I didn’t see them’, he replied. 

‘Then how do you know?’, asked his wife. 

‘Because there were 
three £20 notes in the 
collection plate’, he 
smiled. 
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The Parish of Up Holland & Dalton 

The Churches in The Parish are: 

St Thomas the Martyr, Up Holland St Michael and All Angels, Dalton 

Christ The Servant, Digmoor 
Contact Information 

Rector 

The Revd. Paul Lock 

The Rectory, 1a College Road, 

Up Holland, Skelmersdale WN8 0PY 

Email: paull.uph.dal@outlook.com 

Tel: 01695 622936 

Mob: 07813 019863 

Missional Priest  

The Revd Jack Shepherd   

Email: revjshepherd@gmail.com   

Tel: 07415 122370    

Honorary Associate Priests 

The Revd. Ruth Byworth 

Tel: 01744 886481 

Email: byworth@tiscali.co.uk 

Curate      The Revd Chris Dunbar                  Pioneering Apprentice 

                 Chrisduphdal@outlook.com              Becky Poole 

                 Tel: 07734 321797                           rebeccapooleopl@gmail.com 

Parish Ordinand & Reader 

Paul Givens   Email: paulgivens68@gmail.com      Tel: 07951 522054 

Churchwardens  UpHolland 

Dennis Roughley                Tel:07740 164447 
Email: crm.ltd@live.co.uk 
Brenda Entwistle                Tel: 07534 623544 
Churchwarden St Michael’s 
Steph Ellis                         Tel: 07592 585607 
Email: stephellis1812@hotmail.com 
Neil Girvin   07548 772759 

Churchwardens  Digmoor 

Denise Givens                 Tel:07904 364347 
Email: denisegivens68@gmail.com           
 
Steve Holmes          Tel: 07752 580982 
 

Readers 
David Barker                   Tel:07814 641094                 Email: d.barker362@btinternet.com 
Nick Daunt                      Tel:01695 632326                 Email: jnickdaunt@gmail.com  

Dalton C of E (Aided) Primary School 

Head Teacher                           Mrs Robinson 

Tel: 01257 462082 

Email: bursar@dalton-st-michaels.lancs.sch.uk 
Website:https://dalton-stmichaels.co.uk/ 

St Thomas the Martyr CE Primary School 

Head Teacher                             Mr Roscoe 

Tel: 01695 622970  

Email:head@st-thomasmartyr.lancs.sch.uk 
Website:https://stthomasthemartyr.co.uk/ 

Roby Mill CE Primary School 
Headteacher:                           Mrs Stephens 

Tel: 01695 622536 

Email:bursar@robymill.lancs.sch.uk 
Web:http://www.roby-mill.lancsngfl.ac.uk/ 

Bishop Martin CE Primary School 
Headteacher:                           Mr McDonald 

Tel: 01695 724730 

Email: https://
www.bishopmartin.lancs.sch.uk/contact 
Web:https://www.bishopmartin.lancs.sch.uk/ 

Parish Magazine Editor 

Jacky Jolley 

Email articles to:  jackyjolley@gmail.com 

Magazine Sales & Distribution 

Syl Samples 

Tel: 01695 726231 

mailto:bursar@dalton-st-michaels.lancs.sch.uk
https://dalton-stmichaels.co.uk/
mailto:head@st-thomasmartyr.lancs.sch.uk
https://stthomasthemartyr.co.uk/
mailto:bursar@robymill.lancs.sch.uk
http://www.roby-mill.lancsngfl.ac.uk/
https://www.bishopmartin.lancs.sch.uk/contact
https://www.bishopmartin.lancs.sch.uk/contact
https://www.bishopmartin.lancs.sch.uk/

